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In an article dated March 9 in the New York Times (03/13/88), James LeMoyne writes that according
to unnamed Salvadoran officials and foreign diplomats, rebel documents captured recently indicate
that the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) is planning a major political and
military offensive during the next 10 months. The documents reportedly indicate that the FMLN
believes it can eventually lead a mass insurrection against the government. The documents, given to
several reporters by the government, predict that elections in El Salvador and the US will produce
a moment of extreme political vulnerability in El Salvador during which the rebels will step up
attacks. The Central American peace plan, according to said documents, assists the rebels by
weakening Washington's policy in the region, result of political infighting in El Salvador and the US.
According to LeMoyne, documents distributed by the government could be falsified, and thus must
be interpreted with caution. "But several foreign diplomats, as well as Salvadoran and American
officials, say they believe the documents are authentic." Salvadoran Army officers claim most of the
papers were captured last month when the army killed a rebel courier. The courier, said the Army,
was apparently carrying them from rebel commander Joaquin Villalobos to a counterpart, Ferman
Cienfuegos. The documents state repeatedly that the rebels perceive the Central American peace
plan and negotiations with the Salvadoran government as a means to take power by political means.
According to one of the documents, "The tendency of the war is to grow stronger and this will be the
dominant direction in Central America despite the movement to negotiations." One memorandum
states that the inability of the Salvadoran Army and the US to find a policy capable of defeating
the rebels offers the latter "objective conditions" for rebuilding their strength and escalating the
war. The documents also state that the FMLN will try to exploit the recent return to El Salvador of
rebel political leaders to the advantage of the armed guerrilla movement. [Ed. note by associate
editor Malcolm Gordon: It is most probable that the rebel documents are forgeries. There is nothing
secret about the FMLN's plans for struggle in urban areas. Rebel spokespersons in Mexico and
elsewhere have publicly discussed urban insurrection and their enthusiasm for the return of exiled
Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR) leaders to El Salvador. It is by no means coincidental that
these "revelations" of rebel strategy occur at a time when there is concern among US conservatives
and their allies in Central America that the US Congress is not likely to increase military and
economic aid next year, and may even reduce the same. Next, the failure of the Congress thus
far to approve more contra aid may be the harbinger of modifications in the US approach to El
Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala as well, especially if a "liberal" or "moderate" replaces Reagan.
Contra spokespersons are regularly consulted on pronouncements by the Nicaraguan government
regarding its domestic policy plans and strategy vis-a-vis the contras. For the past month, the
alleged FMLN documents have been a topic of news coverage. Curiously, LeMoyne has not yet
managed to consult with the FMLN or the FDR regarding the authenticity of these documents, or
their contents.]
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